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would become if the Latin framework were better 
known. Having taught that subject, I can testify 
to the immense help which a knowledge of a well-made 
Latin sentence can give to one struggling with a refrac- 
tory thought in English. I could not parse a sentence 
like the following without my Latin training : 'Yet I do 
repent me of my fury that I did not kill him'. And then 
to appreciate the value of mass and cadence in con- 
structing a sentence, where could one find a better 
guide than in the structure of Cicero's periods? 

We should not be disturbed because our subject is 
incapable of being advertised in the modern way. 
While the unthinking, and they are legion, are looking 
for results that will show in a Broadway sign, the people 
for whose respect we care will be looking more deeply 
to see if our work is producing vigorous thinkers who 
have the resolution to stand the grind that eventuates 
in the ability to handle ideas cleanly and thoroughly. 
For ideas are of more permanent value than things. 
Our attitude may well be that of Henry V. We can 
give our pupils the chance "to show the mettle of their 
pasture", knowing well that, if they have "no stomach 
for the fight, they will get their passports". 

Th po™T&: J° hn d - Warnock. 



ARISTOPHANES AND VOCATIONAL STUDIES 

When the newspapers announced in large type, early 
in 1920, that flasks of liquor, dressed as dolls, had been 
found on an Italian ship entering New York harbor, 
they might have added either that the smugglers had 
gone to school to Aristophanes or that the customs 
inspectors, being well read in Greek comedy, could not 
be taken in by such tricks. The protagonists of 
classical culture ought not to pass over in silence such 
an illustration of the wide range of vocations whose 
followers could study the Greek authors either with 
profit to themselves or with profit to the community. 

According to the Thesmophoriazusae of Aristophanes, 
Mnesilochus had entered the meeting of The Athenian 
Woman's Club at its annual celebration of the Thes- 
mophoria, but, being discovered and in danger of his 
life, he snatched from one of the leaders in Athenian 
society, what was, to all outward seeming, a baby, and 
then sought refuge at an altar. The women began to 
collect wood to burn him out, and the mother was most 
bitter in her threats, hoping to frighten him into giving 
up her most cherished possession. 

Woman (to Mnesilochus). — Ah, wretch, you'll be a 
cinder before tonight. 

Mnesilochus (busily engaged in unpacking the baby). — 
With all my heart. Now I'll undo these wrappers, 
These Cretan long-clothes; and remember, darling, 
It's all your mother that has served you thus. 
What have we here? A flask, and not a baby! 
A flask of wine, for all its Persian slippers. 
O ever thirsty, ever tippling women, 
O ever ready with fresh schemes for drink, 
To vintners, what a blessing. 

I have quoted from the translation by Dr. B. B. Rogers. 



For the rest of the story I refer you to Aristophanes, 

Thesmophoriazusae 729 ff. The scene has been given 

in full by Dr. S. B. Luce, in an article entitled A Scene 

from Aristophanes on a Greek Vase-Painting, The 

Classical Weekly ii. 186-188. Dr. Luce believes 

that the scene is reproduced on a vase, a krater of South 

Italian make, which was published in the Annali of the 

Institute di Corrispondenza Archeologica in Rome, in 

1847. 

Wheaton College, At i fn R Wfst 

Norton, Mass. allen a. west. 



NEW OR OLD? 

It is the aim of this brief note to call attention to 
several passages in Latin writers that bear directly 
upon present day problems or conditions. 

(1) Though himself a politician, Cicero, speaking 
as a philosopher, readily seconds Plato's criticism of 
the patriots who join in the scramble to serve their 
country by holding public office. In De Officiis 1.87 
he delivers himself as follows: 

Miserrima omnino est ambitio honorumque contentio, 
de qua praeclare apud eundem est Platonem, similiter 
facere eos qui inter se contenderent uter potius rem 
publicam administraret, ut si nautae certarent quis 
eorum potissimum gubernaret. 

(2) That ship subsidies were not unknown in ancient 
times is shown by the action of the Emperor Claudius. 
On this topic Suetonius speaks as follows (Claud. 18) 
Nihil non excogitavit ad invehendos etiam tempora 
hiberno commeatus. Nam et negotiatoribus certa lucra 
proposuit, suscepto in se damno, si cui quid per tem- 
pcstates accidisset, et naves mercaturae causa fabrican- 
tibus magna commoda constituit pro condicione 
cuiusque. 

(3) The war profiteer is not now making his first 
appearance. In times of plenty a modius (two pecks) 
of grain was worth about a denarius. Caesar, B. C. 
1.52, mentions a time of scarcity when the price 
mounted to fifty denarii. When Galba (later Emperor) 
was proconsul of Africa, he is commended by Suetonius 
(Galba 7) for the severity with which he dealt with a 
profiteer in grain: 

Ordinavitque <provinciam> magna severitatis ac 
iustitiae cura etiam in parvulis rebus; militi, qui per 
expeditionem artissima annona residuum cibariorum 
tritici modium centum denariis vendidisse arguebatur, 
vetuit, simul atque indigere cibo coepisset, a quoquam 
opem ferri; et is fame extabuit. 
University of California. H. C. NUTTING. 



INTERRUPTED SEQUENCE 

Very few School editions note the lapse in sequence 
in Cicero, Cat. 3.21 : 

Illud vero nonne ita praesens est, ut nutu Iovis optimi 
maximi factum esse videatur, ut, cum hodierno die 
mane per forum meo iussu et coniurati et eorum 
indices in aedem Concordiae ducereniur, eo ipso tempore 
signum statueretur? 

There can be little doubt that the second a/-clause is an 
appositive expanding and explaining Illud. Accord- 



